26 PHONEMIC SYSTEMS OF COLOMBIAN LANGUAGES 

1, fotroduction; Guanano is spoken by approximately 
eight hundred inhabitants of the lower Vaupes river in the 
southeastern jungles of Colombia. The language of the 
Guananos belongs to the Eastern Tucanoan family. The 
greatest concentration of Guananos is in the village of Villa 
Fatima located on the Vaupes river about ten miles from the 
border of BraziL There are approximately two hundred 
speakers of Guanano in Villa Fatima. Santa Cruz is second 
in Guanano population, having approximately eighty inhabit- 
ants. The latter is located fifteen miles upriver from Villa 
Fatima and the same distance downriver from the Colombian 
town of Mitu. There are twenty Guanano houses located be- 
tween Santa Cruz and Villa Fatima. Phonetic differences 
between these two villages are slight. In the phonetics of 
Villa Fatima there are occurrences of voiced stops which 
are voiceless in Santa Cruz. This is possibly due to the in- 
fluence of Desano which is spoken by about oiie third of the 
inhabitants of Villa Fatima. A brief comparative study of 
Desano- Guanano cc^nates reveals the presence of voicing in 
the stops of Desano with corresponding voicelessness in 
Guanano. Most of the language material was given the 
authors by Jose Darfo, Vicente Moscera, and Americo 
Valencia. The material was gathered during two field trips 
made during 1964 and 1965. 

The major features of Guanano phonemics are (1) three 
series of stops, including voiceless aspirated and unaspi- 
rated plus a series of voiced stops, (2) voiceless vowels 
occuring in both nuclear and offellde positions of the syl- 
lable, (3) a strong, influential nasalization and (4) an emic 
stress system. 
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